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City  of  New  York 


Thursday  afternoon.  May  2,  1912 


MEETING  of  former  associates  in  public 
life,  business  associates,  and  friends  of  the  late 

EDGAR  J.  LEVEY 

held  in  the  Council  Chamber,  City  Hall,  Borough 
of  Manhattan,  City  of  New  York,  on  Thursday 
afternoon.  May  2,  1912 


Hon.  William  J.  Gaynor,  Mayor,  presiding 


ADDRESS  OF 

HON.  BIRD  S.  COLER 

Former  Comptroller  of  The  City 
of  New  York. 

WE  are  gathered  in  this  historic  building 
to  pay  the  tribute  of  a  great  city  to  the 
memory  of  Edgar  J.  Levey.  He  was  a  public 
officer  of  The  City  of  New  York.  He  was  more 
than  that;  he  was  one  of  its  wisest  and  most 
valued  citizens,  one  of  its  bravest  and  best 
business  men.  But  it  is  as  a  public  officer  that 
I  must  always  think  of  him  because  it  was  in 
the  public  service  that  my  association  with 
him  was  most  intimate.  During  four  difficult 
and  momentous  years  of  such  service  I  saw 
his  intellect  and  his  character  subjected  to  the 
severest  test.  I  saw  the  fire  sweep  him  and 
scorch  him  not.  The  pure  gold  of  his  splendid 
manhood  stood  the  ordeal  as  good  metal  will. 
This  ancient  commonwealth  had  expanded 
suddenly.  The  thickening  network  of  social 
and  commercial  relationships  that  had  been 
forming  for  more  than  a  century  became  by 
law  a  political  bond.    What  had  been  ninety 
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municipalities  became  one  municipality.  The 
unification  became  a  fact  on  the  stroke  of  an 
hour.  There  was  no  time  to  stop  for  adjust- 
ment of  the  ninety  municipal  systems  to  the 
single  financial  system  of  the  new  huge,  living 
and  moving  city.  The  business  of  the  greatest 
social  organism  in  America,  if  not  in  the 
world,  could  not  stop.  It  must  go  on.  Adjust- 
ments had  to  be  made  while  the  machinery 
was  in  motion. 

Edgar  J.  Levey  was  the  assistant  deputy 
comptroller  of  the  old  city  who  had  passed 
from  the  old  era  into  the  new,  and  his  extraor- 
dinary talents  soon  caused  him  to  be  made 
full  deputy  and  my  equal  associate.  His  clear 
vision  swept  the  widened  field.  His  powerful 
mind  measured  the  multitude  of  new  values. 
He  distinguished  the  controlling  factors  in  all 
the  vast  and  bewildering  confusion,  and  with 
immense  and  superlatively  intelligent  labor 
he  gathered  them  together.  He  worked  from 
morning  unto  morning  without  rest.  He  was 
so  strong  that  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  he  has 
left  us.  He  had  the  mind  and  will,  the  mental 
and  moral  and  physical  strength,  the  stupen- 
dous task  demanded. 

Temptation  was  placed  in  his  way  as  it  is 
placed  in  the  way  of  most  trustees  of  the  peo- 
ple's governing  power,  but  he  was  a  shaft  of 


granite  in  the  quality  of  his  rectitude.  This 
public  officer  of  The  City  of  New  York  had  a 
sense  of  honor  as  pure  as  fresh-fallen  snow. 
He  was  a  profound  municipal  lawyer,  but 
even  after  he  had  left  the  service  of  the  city, 
had  laid  down  his  commission  and  gone  forth 
into  another  field,  even  then,  when  the  ethics 
of  the  day  would  have  tolerated  if  not  ap- 
plauded his  appearance  in  the  courts  in  litiga- 
tion against  the  city,  the  higher  ethics  of  this 
public  officer  would  not  allow  him  to  use  for 
his  own  profit  but  the  city's  embarrassment 
what  added  power  his  great  experience  had 
given  to  his  natural  gifts.  The  city's  defender 
he  was  always;  no  retainer  could  be  large 
enough  to  make  him  the  city's  assailant.  Such 
was  the  quality  of  the  honor  of  this  public 
officer  of  The  City  of  New  York. 

His  life  was  of  tremendous  value.  His 
memory  will  be  of  greater.  When  the  tongue 
of  defamation  is  busy  with  the  name  of  New 
York,  when  the  narrow  vision  can  see  only  the 
corruption  and  inefficiency  of  the  few  and  not 
the  fidelity  and  the  efficiency  of  the  many  who 
are  working  out  democracy's  problems  in  this 
greatest  of  cities,  the  thought  of  this  public 
officer  of  The  City  of  New  York  may  make 
even  the  defamer  ashamed.  As  a  citizen  of 
New  York  I  grieve  for  his  death;  as  his  friend 
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and  his  official  associate  for  four  years  I  join 
in  this  expression  of  a  city's  respect.  There 
are  others  more  eloquent  to  speak  of  him  in 
this  and  the  other  relations  of  his  rich  and  use- 
ful life.  It  is  fitting  that  the  first  among  them 
should  be  the  honored  Mayor  of  the  city 
whose  faithful  and  brilliant  officer  he  was.  I 
present  as  the  presiding  officer  of  these  exer- 
cises the  Mayor  of  New  York. 
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ADDRESS  OF  HIS  HONOR 

THE  MAYOR  OF  THE  CITY  OF 
NEW  YORK 


Mr.  Coler  and  Gentlemen: 

1CAN  only  stay  with  you  a  short  time  and 
will  then  call  upon  the  Comptroller  to  pre- 
side, as  I  have  an  engagement  elsewhere;  but 
I  have  taken  the  pains  to  reserve  a  few  mo- 
ments to  come  here  and  take  part  in  this 
ceremony  in  honor  of  Mr.  Levey.  The  fact 
that  such  a  gathering  as  this  comes  together 
on  an  occasion  like  this  is  ample  in  itself  to 
encourage  every  public  officer  to  go  on  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty  from  day  to  day  in  an 
even  manner  and  unruffled,  and,  I  hope,  unan- 
noyed,  if  that  be  possible,  by  what  may  be  said 
of  him  in  the  way  of  envy  or  clamor.  As  Mr. 
Coler  said,  Mr.  Levey  also  went  through  the 
fire  and  was  tried.  That  is  true  of  all  who 
come  to  office  in  this  city — more  so  here  than 
at  any  other  place  that  I  know  of.  It  is  true, 
to  a  certain  extent,  of  all  who  hold  office  all 
over  the  world,  and  certainly  is  true  here.  Bill 


those  in  office  have  to  be  upheld  by  people  like 
you  who  come  here  to-day  to  participate  in 
honoring  this  man  who  was  absolutely  true  to 
his  conscience,  his  bringing  up,  and  his  educa- 
tion when  he  got  into  public  office.  You  all 
know  that  a  man  does  not  change  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  What  he  was  at  the  beginning, 
what  he  was  brought  up  to,  and  how  he  was 
brought  up,  and  what  his  past  conduct  has 
been,  can  always  be  relied  upon  when  he 
comes  into  public  office.  That  was  the  simple 
fact  with  regard  to  Mr.  Levey.  He  was  an 
educated  man,  an  intelligent  man,  and  what  is 
the  greatest,  the  highest — he  was  a  pure  man 
and  an  honest  man,  and  honestly  and  intelli- 
gently served  this  city.  You  have  paused  an 
hour  to  come  here  to  attest  that  fact.  We  do 
not  often  stop  to  think  of  the  shortness  of  life. 
If  we  did  we  would  be  far  more  kind  to  each 
other.  If  we  did  there  would  be  fewer  people 
in  the  community  and  fewer  organizations,  if 
I  may  say  so,  who  exist,  not  to  encourage,  not 
to  help  the  officials  of  the  city,  but  to  see  if 
they  cannot  in  some  possible  way  slander 
them  and  make  them  appear  to  be  in  the 
wrong,  when  their  whole  impulse  probably  is 
to  do  only  what  is  right.  Of  course,  that  is  one 
way  of  driving  weak  people  into  doing  wrong. 
If  we  thought  of  these  things  there  would  be 
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much  less  of  that  spirit  in  the  community.  We 
would  help  each  other  more;  we  would  over- 
look more;  we  would  encourage  each  other 
more;  and  the  result  would  be  better,  and 
there  would  be  no  bitterness,  or  very  little.  A 
bad  man  in  public  office  cannot  be  well 
treated — I  agree  to  that.  You  could  not  treat 
him  worse  than  he  deserves  to  be  treated,  if  he 
is  trying  to  wrong  you  by  his  official  actions. 
But  where  good  intentions  exist,  and  some 
degree  of  capacity,  it  can  be  made  more  effec- 
tive by  such  encouragement  as  you  now  give 
to  all  in  public  office  by  coming  here  to  honor 
this  man  who  passed  through  public  office  and 
who  now  has  passed  out  from  among  us  en- 
tirely. 
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ADDRESS  OF 
HON.  WILLIAM  A.  PRENDERGAST 

Comptroller  of  The  City  of  New  York. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

MR.  COLER  and  his  committee  had  al- 
ready done  me  the  very  great  honor  of 
asking  that  I  should  say  a  few  words  on  this 
occasion  in  behalf  of  the  Department  of  Fi- 
nance. It  would  be  more  proper,  I  think,  if 
some  one  who  had  been  associated  with  Mr. 
Levey  in  that  department  had  been  selected  to 
say  the  things  that  I  can  only  very  imperfectly 
say.  The  esteem  in  which  Mr.  Levey  was  held 
by  those  in  the  department  is  attested  by  the 
voluntary  attendance  of  many  of  the  oldest 
and  ablest  attaches  of  that  department  this 
afternoon.  Their  presence  speaks  very  elo- 
quently of  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Levey 
was  regarded  by  those  in  the  department  and 
by  those  outside  as  well.  He  is  indeed  a  fortu- 
nate man  who,  as  he  walks  along  this  busy 
path  of  life,  is  able  to  retain  friendships  and 
make  people  feel  that  there  is  something  in 
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him  that  they  are  willing  to  look  back  to  with 
pleasure  and  kindness.  I  do  not  speak  here  as 
either  a  very  old  friend  or  partisan  of  Mr. 
Levey.  For  that  reason  what  I  may  say  can 
be  said  unbiasedly,  and  that  is  the  spirit  in 
w^hich  I  would  like  to  speak  of  him  and  his 
work. 

It  is  only  a  few  years  ago  that  I  met  Mr. 
Leve3%  but  since  that  time  I  grew  to  know 
him  quite  well,  and  our  relations,  I  might 
say,  were  delightful.  As  an  observer  of 
what  has  been  going  on  in  this  city  for  many 
years  I  watched  with  great  interest,  and  I 
know  with  profit,  Mr.  Levey's  work  in  the 
Department  of  Finance;  and  it  is  most  gen- 
erous of  Mr.  Coler  in  his  opening  address 
to  speak  so  handsomely  of  that  work.  Mr. 
Coler  said  just  what  every  other  fair-minded 
official  must  say,  if  he  is  willing  to  be  fair  with 
himself  and  honest  with  his  associates,  and 
that  is  this:  that  the  glory  of  an  administra- 
tion, any  success  it  may  meet  with,  does  not 
rest  upon  the  shoulders  of  any  one  person;  the 
credit  does  not  belong  to  any  one  person.  In 
fact,  very  often  the  greater  part  of  the  credit 
must  go  to  those  around  him.  I  am  glad  that 
Mr.  Coler  made  that  statement  this  afternoon, 
just  as  I  would  have  to  say  of  my  associates  in 
the  department,  that  they  are  largely  respon- 
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sible  for  the  progress  of  that  work  in  the  great 
financial  center  of  the  city's  activities. 

Mr.  Levey  some  time  ago  was  appointed  by 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  chairman  of  a  committee 
called  upon  to  consider  New  Sources  of  City 
Revenue.  It  was  a  most  fortunate  selection. 
It  did  credit  to  the  Mayor's  perception.  The 
city  was  also  fortunate  that  he  should  have 
been  so  selected,  because  he  had  the  very  qual- 
ities and  also  the  experience  that  enabled  him 
to  serve  the  city  acceptably  and  effectively 
upon  such  a  committee.  One  of  the  first  things 
he  did  was  to  ask  me  if  I  would  meet  him  and 
talk  over  the  work  of  that  committee;  and  this 
was  his  suggestion :  that  he  and  his  associates, 
who  all  had  their  own  busy  work  to  do,  could 
hardly  be  expected  to  devote  all  their  time  to 
this  work,  but  he  would  like  to  have  the  active, 
detail  work  undertaken  by  those  who,  he  felt, 
were  better  qualified  to  do  it,  and  it  was  his 
wish  that  that  work  should  be  done  by  the 
Department  of  Finance.  I  accepted  that  sug- 
gestion not  only  as  his  estimate  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Finance,  but  also  as  his  desire  to 
reassociate  himself  with  what  had  been  a  very 
delightful  connection  in  years  gone  by.  And 
I  address  myself  now  particularly  to  you  gen- 
tlemen who  are  here  from  the  Department  of 
Finance — that  was  a  very  great  tribute  by  Mr. 


Levey  to  your  department,  and  a  tribute  to 
you,  many  of  whom  he  knew  very  well,  in- 
deed, and  for  w^hom  he  retained  a  very  strong 
liking  and  esteem. 

This  last  committee  upon  which  Mr.  Levey 
acted  really  was  his  last  work,  and  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  he  could  not  have  lived  to  see 
the  work  of  that  committee  placed  before  the 
public,  and  to  take  part  in  the  discussions  of 
the  suggestions  of  that  committee,  which  will 
be  presented  to  the  public  very  soon.  I  know 
that  the  w^ork  of  that  committee  is  going  to 
arouse  a  very  great  deal  of  interest  in  this  city, 
and  not  only  here  but  in  all  American  cities, 
because  the  work  of  the  committee  of  which 
he  was  chairman  has  been  done  most  thor- 
oughly, and  under  his  direction  and  inspira- 
tion. When  that  work  is  finished,  and  the 
good  results  which  I  am  sure  will  flow  from  it 
are  manifest  to  us  all,  then  that  will  indeed  be 
a  tribute  and  a  monument  to  his  memory. 

May  I  now  call  upon  the  Hon.  George  Mc- 
Aneny,  President  of  the  Borough  of  Manhat- 
tan, to  read  a  minute  expressive  of  the  views 
of  Mr.  Levey's  old  associates  in  regard  to  his 
work  in  this  city. 
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ADDRESS  OF 
HON.  GEORGE  McANENY 

President  of  the  Borough  of  Manhattan. 

Mr.  Chairman: 

IN  presenting  this  minute,  may  I  suggest  that 
its  adoption  will  be  the  act  not  merely  of 
those  who  are  in  this  room,  but,  in  a  very  real 
sense,  of  the  people  of  The  City  of  New  York. 
You  who  are  here  are  thoroughly  representa- 
tive of  the  individual  life  and  work  of  this 
community.  I  believe  that  the  people  of  the 
city,  were  opportunity  given,  would  gladly 
commission  you  to  act,  not  sympathetically 
alone,  but  formally,  in  their  behalf  in  honor- 
ing, as  you  do,  the  memory  of  a  man  whose 
life  and  labor  were  so  largely  devoted  to  their 
service. 

"In  the  death  of  Mr.  Edgar  J.  Levey,  the 
community  has  lost  one  of  its  noblest  mem- 
bers; the  city,  one  of  its  ablest  and  most  pub- 
lic-spirited citizens. 

"Mr.  Levey  passed  the  years  of  his  prime  in 
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the  city's  service.  He  entered  the  Department 
of  Finance  in  1891  as  private  secretary  to 
Comptroller  Theodore  W.  Myers.  In  1893  he 
was  made  assistant  deputy  comptroller,  and 
five  years  later,  deputy  comptroller.  While  in 
the  last  office,  he  was  also  secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners.  Con- 
fronted as  the  city  then  was  with  the  many 
intricate  problems  of  consolidation,  and  called 
upon  to  untangle,  straighten  out,  and  adjust 
the  innumerable  complicated  claims  turned 
over  by  the  hundred  or  more  different  munici- 
palities incorporated  in  the  Greater  City,  the 
Department  of  Finance  was  peculiarly  fortu- 
nate in  that  it  was  enabled  to  profit  by  the 
practical  judgment  of  so  profound  a  student 
of  public  finance.  The  only  authoritative 
treatise  ever  published  on  the  Sinking  Funds 
of  The  City  of  New  York  is  the  work  of  Mr. 
Levey. 

"Although  he  retired  from  public  office  in 
1901,  Mr.  Levey  did  not  relinquish  his  interest 
in  the  larger  life  of  the  community.  After  his 
retirement  he  served  on  three  different  official 
commissions:  the  Charter  Revision  Commis- 
sion, which  drafted  the  amendments  to  the 
organic  law  of  the  city,  adopted  in  1901;  the 
Commission  on  Taxation  and  Finance  of 
1905-8;  and  the  Commission  on  New  Sources 


of  City  Revenue  of  1911-12,  of  which  last  two 
commissions  he  was  chairman. 

"The  unselfish  liberality  with  which  Mr. 
Levey  gave  himself  to  the  service  of  the  city, 
often  at  the  cost  of  great  personal  sacrifice  and 
without  thought  of  pecuniary  gain,  affords  an 
example  of  that  civic  worth  which  constitutes 
the  true  greatness  of  a  state.  He  was  a  good 
citizen  because  he  was  a  true  man.  Of  simple, 
unaffected  manner,  of  kind  and  affable  ad- 
dress, and  of  broad,  open,  and  sympathetic 
mind,  his  loss  will  be  a  personal  bereavement 
to  all  who  were  privileged  to  know  him." 

Comptroller  Prendergast:  This  minute  has 
been  placed  before  the  meeting.  All  in  favor 
of  it  will  please  signify  it  by  rising.  [All 
rise.]  During  the  administration  of  Mayor 
McClellan  a  commission  was  appointed  by 
him  upon  the  subject  of  Taxation  and  Fi- 
nance. Mr.  Francis  Lynde  Stetson  will  now 
speak  to  us  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Levey's  associates 
on  that  commission. 
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ADDRESS  OF 
HON.  FRANCIS  LYNDE  STETSON 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

THE  request  to  me  came  only  two  hours 
ago,  and  found  me  with  no  prepared  mes- 
sage, certainly  with  no  special  message,  and 
the  only  message  that  I  can  surely  bring  is 
that  of  my  personal  attendance  and  appear- 
ance as  a  tribute  to  this  good  man. 

As  I  think  of  him,  the  first  thing  that  comes 
to  my  mind  is  his  personal  appearance.  I  re- 
member a  letter  that  Phillips  Brooks  wrote  me 
from  Alexandria,  where  he  had  gone  to  the 
Theological  Seminary,  and  he  said,  "I  have 
seen  Potter  here" — afterward  our  bishop — 
"and  he  seemed  to  be  a  splendid  fellow;  cer- 
tainly he  is  handsome."  That  is  a  thought  we 
can  all  take  for  the  splendid  appearance  of 
Edgar  J.  Levey.  He  stood  firm  upon  his  feel: 
his  head  erect;  his  shoulders  squared;  and  his 
appearance  kindly  and  inteHigent.  It  is  a 
great  privilege  to  any  man  to  have  such  a 


natural  physical  endowment.  He  had  won 
your  confidence  when  he  had  attracted  your 
attention;  and  who  would  not  be  attracted  to 
him  when  he  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing 
him? 

The  next  thing  that  came  to  my  mind  was 
his  absolutely  inexhaustible  courtesy.  Edgar 
J.  Levey's  courtesy  was  a  part  of  Edgar  J. 
Levey  himself,  and  no  one  who  met  him  or 
dealt  with  him  could  fail  to  recognize  that  as 
a  great  additional  endowment,  a  natural  en- 
dowment, additional  to  his  personal  beauty. 

And  then  his  ability.  He  was  an  easily  able 
man.  He  did  things  easily.  As  we  met  him  at 
the  committee  meetings  and  he  passed  the  box 
of  cigars  around,  you  would  have  thought 
there  was  nothing  but  smoke  that  interested 
him;  but  soon  we  found  him  a  spark  and  a 
flame.  He  animated  us  all  by  his  intelligent 
conduct  of  the  discussion,  and  he  inspired  us 
all  by  his  studious  and  interested  pursuit  of 
the  difficult  subject  of  finance — of  corporate 
finance,  of  municipal  finance. 

And  then  his  industry.  It  has  already  been 
said  that  he  worked  from  morning  to  morn- 
ing, or  it  might  have  been  said,  from  dark  to 
dark.  While  it  was  light  he  worked,  and  he 
shrank  from  nothing,  he  shirked  nothing,  and 
he  did  it  all  easily,  so  easily — we  all  think  of 
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that,  and  cannot  but  think  of  it — how  easily 
he  did  it  all. 

And  then  his  honor.  The  Mayor  touched 
upon  the  point  that  was  back  of  all  and  under 
all.  When  the  Italians  wished  to  pay  the  high- 
est tribute  to  the  first  of  their  kings,  Victor 
Emmanuel,  they  called  him  "//  Re  Galantu- 
omo,"  the  good,  the  honest  man;  and  whoever 
dealt  with  Edgar  J.  Levey  recognized  him 
among  the  kingly  men  and  among  the  honest 
men.  I  have  quoted  this  Italian  phrase  be- 
cause in  his  honesty  there  was  a  gallantry.  It 
was  not  a  niggardly  or  self-centered  honesty, 
and  there  was  something  contagious  about  it. 
No  man  could  deal  with  Edgar  J.  Levey  with- 
out feeling,  "Well,  he  is  an  honest  man,  and  I 
ought  to  be  one  if  I  can."  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  of  those  temptations  to  which  it  has  been 
said  that  Edgar  J.  Levey  was  subjected,  left 
the  tempter  without  feeling  humiliation  that 
he  had  exposed  himself  in  the  face  of  an  hon- 
est man. 

So  I  say  that  Edgar  J.  Levey  justly  deserves 
the  tribute  that  is  paid  to  him  here. 

By  force  of  circumstances  I  have  known 
every  deputy  comptroller  from  that  first  hon- 
est man,  Andrew  H.  Green  (who  supplanted 
Richard  B.  Connolly),  also  Richard  A.  Storrs 
andEdgar  J.  Levey  and  Mr.  Phillips  whom  I  am 
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glad  to  see  here  this  afternoon.  The  City  of 
New  York  has  been  well  served  in  that  depart- 
ment— well  served  by  its  heads,  well  served 
by  the  deputies.  And  Edgar  J.  Levey  well  de- 
serves the  tribute  that  is  being  paid  by  the 
presence  of  those  who  have  been  his  comrades 
in  the  municipal  service,  by  those  who  have 
known  and  honored  him  as  a  municipal  offi- 
cer, and  by  those  who  have  known  him  and 
loved  him  as  a  friend. 

It  was  while  the  cloud  of  the  dread  and 
overwhelming  disaster  of  the  Titanic  was 
upon  us  that  some  of  us  picked  up  the  paper 
and  saw  a  notice  that  Edgar  J.  Levey  at  forty- 
nine  years  of  age  had  died.  I  could  not  be- 
lieve it  was  that  strong  life,  that  fine  life,  that 
promising  life  that  had  just  been  cut  off. 
When  I  knew  it,  it  saddened  me  again.  We 
found  occasion  for  fresh  sorrow  in  the  midst 
of  the  sorrow  that  was  overwhelming  the  com- 
munity; just  as  now  we  find  occasion  for  fresh 
hope  in  the  fuller  recognition  that  such  gifts 
bring  to  a  life  and  to  the  memory  of  a  noble 
life  such  as  that  of  Edgar  J.  Levey. 

Comptroller  Prendergast:  William  Jay 
Schieffelin  will  now  speak  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Levey  and  his  associates  on  the  Committee  on 
New  Sources  of  City  Revenue. 


ADDRESS  OF 
WILLIAM  JAY  SCHIEFFELIN 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

THE  last  public  service  rendered  by  Mr. 
Levey  was  as  chairman  of  the  Advisory 
Commission  on  New  Sources  of  City  Revenue, 
and  he  was  engaged  in  drafting  the  final  re- 
port when  he  was  taken  from  us. 

In  behalf  of  the  commission  I  am  here  to 
pay  our  tribute  to  his  memory  and  to  express 
our  estimate  of  the  loss  the  city  has  sustained 
through  the  death  of  this  admirable  citizen. 
There  are  many  citizens  willing  to  work  for 
the  city  with  no  other  reward  than  the  sense  of 
duty  done;  in  Mr.  Leve^^'s  case  this  free  service 
was  coupled  with  extraordinary  ability  and 
sagacity,  enriched  by  a  long  experience  with 
municipal  finance. 

The  service  he  rendered  as  deputy  comp- 
troller and  secretary  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  and  of  the  Board  of  Esti- 
mate at  the  time  when  the  various  municipali- 
ties and  villages  were  united  to  form  Greater 


New  York,  was  invaluable  in  making  the  city 
a  homogeneous  whole. 

The  Commission  on  New  Sources  of  Reve- 
nue has  been  at  work  for  almost  a  year.  At 
the  first  meeting  Mr.  Levey  was  elected  chair- 
man, and  all  the  members  of  the  commission 
soon  recognized  that  he  was  broad-minded, 
high-minded,  fair  and  practical  and  unwearied 
in  giving  his  time  and  attention  to  the  ques- 
tions before  the  commission. 

The  first  few  months  were  employed  in 
gathering  a  mass  of  material  with  the  assis- 
tance of  the  Comptroller's  office,  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel,  and  the  Department  of  Taxes, 
as  well  as  all  of  the  other  city  departments.  In 
the  autumn  the  commission  met  weekly,  and 
soon  three  times  a  week.  The  sessions  were 
usually  prolonged,  one  lasting  from  4  p.m. 
until  nearly  midnight. 

Mr.  Levey  was  regular  in  his  attendance  and 
directed  the  course  of  the  investigation  with 
the  utmost  fairness,  weighing  the  views  of  all 
with  so  much  sympathy  and  consideration 
that  he  won  the  high  respect  and  regard  of  his 
colleagues. 

While  his  intimate  knowledge  of  conditions 
in  the  real  estate  field  might  have  been  ex- 
pected to  lead  him  to  favor  the  contentions  of 
the  real  estate  interests  in  questions  of  taxa- 
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tion,  he  nevertheless  consistently  supported 
the  claim  that  the  city  should  have  a  fair  share 
of  the  unearned  increment  accruing  to  real 
estate  through  growth  of  the  city  or  transit 
development,  and  he  cordially  united  with  the 
other  members  of  the  commission  in  voting  to 
recommend  an  increment  tax. 

The  commission  was  composed  of  the  chair- 
man, who  w^as  an  expert  in  finance  and  real 
estate  matters;  a  professor  of  economics,  a 
representative  of  labor,  the  secretary  of  the 
City  Club,  and  a  business  man,  assisted  by 
able  advisers  from  the  Corporation  Counsel's 
office  and  the  Comptroller's  office. 

The  report  of  the  commission  will  contain 
numerous  recommendations,  and  in  every 
case  thej^  represent  unanimous  action.  This 
affords  proof  of  the  tact  and  wisdom  of  the 
chairman. 

He  was  not  only  courteous,  but  treated  the 
arguments  advanced  by  each  member  with  so 
much  respect,  and  weighed  them  so  carefully, 
that  the  regard  that  we  conceived  for  him 
grew  into  affection,  and  the  news  of  his  un- 
timely death  came  as  a  personal  loss. 

The  commission  adopted  the  following  re- 
solution at  its  meeting  on  Monday  night: 

"The  members  of  the  Commission  on  New 
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Sources  of  City  Revenue  have  learned,  with 
great  shock  and  deepest  pain,  of  the  death  of 
their  chairman,  Mr.  Edgar  J.  Levey. 

"From  daily  work  with  Mr.  Levey  we  came 
to  appreciate  that  his  predominant  traits  were 
openness  of  mind,  the  utmost  fairness  of 
spirit,  and  true  civic  patriotism.  For  months 
past,  at  the  cost  of  much  personal  sacrifice, 
Mr.  Levey  had  been  placing  his  long  experi- 
ence and  wide  knowledge  of  municipal  and 
public  finance  at  the  service  of  The  City  of 
New  York  as  chairman  of  this  commission. 

"It  will  be  for  the  undersigned  a  satisfac- 
tion as  well  as  a  duty  to  strive  to  make  effec- 
tive this  last  contribution  of  Mr.  Levey's  life. 

"We  wish  to  express  our  admiration  for  Mr. 
Levey  as  a  man  of  charming  personality^  and 
a  citizen  devoted  to  the  public  interest." 

Commission  on  New  Sources  of 
City  Revenue: 

Wm.  Jay  Schieffelin. 
Joseph  French  Johnson, 
f.  s.  tomlin. 
Robert  S.  Rinkerd. 

We  are  thankful  that  the  city  produces  such 
citizens  as  Edgar  J.  Levey,  and  the  remem- 
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brance  of  his  generous  public  service  will  long 
be  cherished. 

Comptroller  Prendergast:  There  will  now 
be  an  address,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Levey's  asso- 
ciates in  the  Title  Insurance  Company  of  New 
York  and  the  New  York  Mortgage  and  Secu- 
rity Company,  by  the  Hon.  Morgan  J.  O'Brien. 
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ADDRESS  OF 
HON.  MORGAN  J.  O'BRIEN 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I  HAVE  been  requested  by  the  combined 
Boards  of  the  Title  Insurance  Company  of 
New  York  and  the  New  York  Mortgage  and 
Security  Company,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the 
thirtieth  day  of  April,  1912,  to  present  a  set  of 
resolutions  which  were  passed  and  which 
seemed  so  apt  and  expressive  of  the  feelings  of 
the  men  with  whom  Mr.  Levey  had  been  di- 
rectly associated  in  business  for  the  last  ten 
years.  It  was  voted  that  these  resolutions  be 
read  at  this  meeting. 

"Our  colleague  at  this  Board,  the  president 
of  our  company,  Edgar  J.  Levey,  died  on  Fri- 
day, April  26,  after  an  illness  of  three  weeks. 
He  parted  from  us  apparently  in  the  strength 
and  beauty  of  health,  his  gracious  features 
and  robust  form  unscathed  by  disease.  To- 
day, only  his  memory  abides  with  us. 

"To  him  this  company  owes  in  large  part 
the  sound  foundation  of  wisdom  in  design, 
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and  energy  in  execution,  upon  which  the 
structure  of  its  prosperous  business  has  been 
erected.  He  brought  to  our  service  a  large  ex- 
perience of  finance,  acquired  in  long  and  re- 
sponsible connection  with  the  Comptroller's 
office  of  the  city;  and  the  economic  principles 
which  underlie  sound  financial  practice  were 
the  subject  of  his  continued  study  and  re- 
flection. 

"The  organization  of  our  corporate  estab- 
lishment, its  management  and  its  develop- 
ment, are  greatly  due  to  his  constructive  skill, 
to  his  painstaking  care  of  detail,  and  to  his 
clear  foresight.  In  the  conduct  of  its  daily 
business  he  employed  the  like  qualities,  as 
well  as  prudence,  richness  of  resource,  cour- 
age, persistency,  exactness  of  judgment,  and 
instinctive  tact. 

"The  same  abilities  w^hich  made  him  so 
valuable  to  this  company  were  often  claimed 
for  the  service  of  the  public.  In  matters  re- 
lating to  the  public  revenue  and  expenditure, 
to  taxation,  and  to  other  civic  interests,  his 
counsel  w^as  sought,  and  his  opinion  carried 
authority.  His  labors  were  freely  given,  with 
a  conscientious  thoroughness  which  was  in- 
spired by  a  high  sense  of  duty  and  a  sincere 
love  for  the  city  of  his  birth.  His  serious 
study   of  history   acquainted    him   with    the 


operation  in  the  past  of  those  principles  with 
which,  in  such  employments,  he  was  called 
upon  to  deal.  Frequently  engaged  in  contro- 
versy, he  expressed  his  convictions  with 
cogent  reasoning,  and  wdth  a  moderation  of 
speech  that  never  wounded  an  opponent. 

"Literature  and  art,  especially  music,  grati- 
fied his  leisure.  Strong  and  manly,  modest 
and  gentle,  his  daily  life  w^as  an  example  of 
justice,  truth,  honor,  magnanimity,  fidelity, 
and  affection,  which  bound  to  him  closely  all 
whose  privilege  it  was  to  share  his  tasks  or  to 
enjoy  his  friendship. 

"With  his  family,  in  their  bereavement,  and 
with  all  his  friends,  this  Board  associate  them- 
selves in  the  sympathy  of  a  collective  loss  and 
of  an  individual  sorrow." 

Having  thus  discharged  the  duty  which  I 
owe  to  my  associates,  over  whom  Mr.  Levey 
presided  with  so  much  dignity  and  success,  I 
cannot  leave  this  scene  without  paying  the 
personal  tribute  which  comes  from  my  heart 
because  of  my  close  personal  association  with 
Mr.  Levey  for  so  many  years.  Knowing  him 
before  he  was  deputy  comptroller,  I  watched 
his  career  as  one  a  little  removed  from  him  in 
years  would  do;  and  although  he  has  passed 
away  without  having  reached  his  fiftieth-year 
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mark,  his  life  was  crowded  with  splendid 
achievements.  As  his  Honor  the  Mayor  said 
here  to-day,  it  does  in  one  sense  bring  to  our 
minds  notice  of  the  fact  of  the  brevity  of  life. 
But  it  also  reminds  us  that,  however  brief,  it 
may  be  full  of  usefulness  and  achievement. 
For  life  is  not  measured  by  years,  it  is  meas- 
ured by  deeds  and  achievements;  and  a  life 
such  as  our  friend's,  which  was  full  of  noble 
deeds  and  of  great  ambitions,  not  sordid  or 
selfish,  but  one  largely  spent  for  the  common 
good — such  a  life  as  that,  though  less  than 
fifty  years  had  been  so  spent,  not  only  has  re- 
sulted in  achievements,  but  has  left  a  memory 
which  will  be  abiding.  It  is  a  great  thing  in 
our  day  and  generation  when  a  trained  mind 
and  an  honest  heart  are  devoted  to  these  great 
questions  connected  with  the  administration 
of  municipal  affairs  that  are  attempted  to  be 
solved,  when  our  officials  are  ably  and  capably 
endeavoring  to  battle  with  those  great  prob- 
lems, to  find  that  from  time  to  time  to  their 
assistance  will  come  men  who  are  educated 
by  experience  to  help  them  solve  them.  It  is  a 
great  thing  to  find  that  there  are  citizens  who 
are  willing,  without  fee  or  the  hope  of  reward, 
to  give  the  best  that  they  may  have,  and  that 
best  of  the  highest  order,  in  discharging  an 
obligation  which  as  good  citizens  such  men 
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feel  it  their  duty  to  discharge.  And  of  such 
Edgar  J.  Levey  is  a  shining  mark  and  ex- 
ample. 

Edgar  J.  Levey,  in  his  personal  contact  with 
his  friends,  impressed  himself  by  his  char- 
acter in  such  a  way  as  to  win  their  respect  and 
admiration.  He  had  a  cultured  mind,  capable 
of  unlimited  expansion.  He  had  a  heart  which 
was  filled  with  generous  emotions.  And  he 
had  a  will,  underneath  that  suavity  and  cour- 
tesy and  that  affectionate  regard  and  con- 
sideration for  others,  just  as  strong  as  iron. 
I  never  in  my  experience  have  met  with  a  man 
who  more  truly  exemplified  how  perfectly 
blended  we  can  have  courtesy  and  strength; 
and  his  character,  to  use  a  Latin  expression, 
indicated  "suauiter  in  modo,  fortiter  in  re." 

He  was  highly  generous,  considerate,  and 
helpful  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
But  on  questions  of  principle,  upon  a  question 
of  duty,  he  was  firm  and  strong  as  the  rocks, 
and  it  was  that  character  in  the  man,  that  feel- 
ing when  you  came  in  his  life,  whether  as  a 
companion  at  the  club,  whether  as  a  friend 
in  business,  whether  as  an  associate  in  the 
Board,  that  won  your  confidence  and  your 
affection.  I  am  sure  that  I  express  the  per- 
sonal feeling  of  every  man  of  our  Board  when 
I  say  that  our  loss  in  a  business  way  means 

1:28] 


nothing,  but  our  loss  in  a  personal  way  is 
great.  I  can  only  regret  that  there  is  not  some 
manner  in  which  in  a  permanent  form  we 
could  perpetuate  the  character  and  the  ex- 
ample of  such  a  man's  life  so  as  to  preserve  it 
as  an  ideal,  as  an  incentive  to  the  best  in  citi- 
zenship, as  an  encouragement  to  all  those 
who  are  engaged  and  will  take  part  of  their 
bus3^  life,  some  part  of  their  life,  and  devote 
it  to  the  public  good. 

Comptroller  Prendergast:  Mr.  Herbert  L. 
Satterlee  will  now  address  us  on  behalf  of  the 
alumni  of  Columbia  University. 
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ADDRESS  OF 
HERBERT  L.  SATTERLEE 

IT  is  the  Class  of  '83  of  Columbia  that  par- 
ticularly lays  its  tribute  on  the  bier  of  Ed- 
gar J.  Levey.  Our  wreath  is  made  up  not  only 
of  "the  laurel  and  the  bay"— leaves  that  typify 
his  achievements  in  public  and  business  life 
— but  also  those  that  signify  the  memory  of 
personal  friendship  and  boyhood  days.  It 
was  in  1879  that  most  of  us  met  Edgar  J. 
Levey.  Our  first  impression  of  him  when  he 
came  to  Columbia  was  that  of  a  handsome 
young  man;  tall,  upright,  with  earnest  eyes, 
and  a  smile  the  kindliness  of  which  won  him 
many  friends.  The  earnestness  of  his  nature 
developed  during  his  college  course.  He  was 
a  hard  student.  He  applied  himself  closely. 
He  was  diligent  and  industrious.  He  stood 
high  and  graduated  well.  He  was  of  an  artis- 
tic temperament.  The  esthetic  and  the  artistic 
side  of  his  temperament  was  well  shown  in  his 
love  for  music.  His  graduating  thesis,  I  re- 
member, was  on  Wagner  and  his  Operas.    He 
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was  always  fond  of  music.  But  above  all,  it 
was  his  sincerit3%  his  loyalty  and  affection, 
that  bound  him  to  us  all.  He  was  not  only  a 
lovable  man,  but  an  affectionate  man.  No 
one  could  know  him  at  all  well  without  real- 
izing that  and  benefiting  by  it.  We  of  Colum- 
bia who  have  known  him  for  over  thirty  years 
are  very  proud  and  very  glad  that  in  his  public 
career  and  in  his  business  successes  he  ful- 
filled the  bright  promise  of  those  college  days, 
and  we  can  only  say  for  all  the  Columbia 
alumni  that  we  have  the  sincerest,  most  heart- 
felt sympathy  for  his  bereaved  family,  and 
that  we  feel  a  deep  sense  of  personal  loss  in 
his  death,  in  which  the  whole  community, 
which  knew  him  and  admired  him  for  his 
splendid  powers,  joins  to-day  in  this  expres- 
sion of  public  sorrow. 

Comptroller  Prendergast:  Another  public 
work  with  which  Mr.  Levey  was  very  much 
associated  during  the  last  few  years  was  that 
on  the  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis.  I  will  call  upon  Mr.  Lawrence 
Veiller  to  speak  on  behalf  of  that  committee. 
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ADDRESS  OF 
LAWRENCE  VEILLER 

1  SHOULD  not  lift  my  voice  here  to-day, 
after  the  tributes  that  have  been  paid  by 
the  distinguished  men  we  have  been  listening 
to,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  I  represent  a 
phase  of  Mr.  Levey's  public  services  of  which 
not  even  many  of  his  friends  in  this  room 
were  aware,  and  which  occupied  much  of  his 
time  and  attention.  For  five  years  past  Mr. 
Levey  was  the  effective  and  active  chairman 
of  the  Committee  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuber- 
culosis. It  is  not  strange  that  Mr.  Levey  should 
have  been  attracted  to  the  public  service 
as  we  have  heard  related  to-day.  A  man 
of  his  nature,  instincts,  and  spirit,  and  his  par- 
ticular experience  in  public  life,  would  natu- 
rally have  devoted  his  service  to  the  commu- 
nity after  leaving  public  office;  but  it  is 
somewhat  a  surprise  that  we  should  find  as 
busy  a  man  as  he,  engrossed  in  the  difficulties 
of  the  financial  world,  engrossed  in  the  com- 
plicated problems  of  municipal  life,  devoting 
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his  thought,  eiTort,  time,  service,  and  money 
to  the  stamping  out  of  the  great  white  plague. 
Mr.  Levey  was  no  nominal  chairman.  I  can 
recall  no  meeting  of  the  committee  at  which 
he  did  not  preside.  He  brought  to  the  work 
intelligence  and  careful  thought.  He  was  a 
great  strength  to  us.  He  had  very  strong  views 
about  the  limitations  of  municipal  activities, 
and  feared  greatly  that  in  the  demand  for 
social  justice  the  bounds  might  be  over- 
stepped; but  I  never  knew  any  one  who  could 
keep  to  the  line  so  truly  as  he.  He  realized 
keenly  that  it  was  the  function  of  the  city  to 
care  for  its  diseased  and  for  its  sick,  and  espe- 
cially for  those  stricken  with  this  incurable 
disease.  It  is  well  for  us  to  lift  our  voices  in 
praise  of  him  to-day,  but  I  am  sure  that  to  the 
members  of  his  family  and  to  him  more  grate- 
ful even  will  be  the  silent  praise  that  will  arise 
from  countless  thousands  of  women  and  chil- 
dren who,  though  they  know  it  not,  owe  to 
Edgar  J.  Levey  the  lives  of  their  loved  ones. 
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RESOLUTIONS 


Resolution  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Alliance  Realty  Company 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Alliance  Realty  Company,  held  May  1, 
1912,  the  following  resolution  was  unani- 
mously adopted: 

"It  is  with  great  sorrow  that  we  record  the 
death  of  our  friend  and  associate,  Edgar  J. 
Levey,  which  occurred  on  April  26. 

"His  good  judgment,  breadth  of  vision,  and 
wise  counsel  were  of  great  value  to  this  com- 
pany in  the  conduct  of  its  affairs.  His  clear, 
logical,  and  judicial  mind,  his  eminent  fair- 
ness, and  his  high  sense  of  honor  commanded 
our  confidence  and  admiration.  His  unas- 
suming, gentle,  loyal,  and  lovable  nature  en- 
deared him  to  us  as  a  friend. 

"His  interest  in  public  affairs,  coupled  with 
his  remarkable  mental  attainments,  consti- 
tuted him  a  leader  of  thought  in  matters  of 
public  importance,  and  one  of  the  most  valua- 
ble citizens  of  his  time. 

"His  services  as  deputy  comptroller  of  this 
city  and  in  connection  with  charter  revision, 
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his  aid  in  solving  the  complex  problems  pre- 
sented by  the  city's  consolidation  and  in  mat- 
ters of  public  finance  and  taxation,  have  been 
of  inestimable  value  to  the  community. 

"He  was  the  recognized  expert  upon  the 
city's  financial  affairs,  and  his  advice  was  fre- 
quently sought  and  valued  on  this  and  other 
subjects  by  the  chief  executives  of  our  State 
and  city. 

"His  career  of  usefulness  was  broadening 
and  his  fame  was  growing,  and  his  untimely 
death  is  a  public  misfortune. 

"The  record  of  his  able  speeches  and  gifted 
writings  on  important  public  questions  will 
endure  as  lasting  monuments  to  his  memory. 

"In  recording  our  feelings  of  grief,  and  our 
deep  sense  of  personal  loss,  we  tender  our  re- 
spectful sympathy  to  his  bereaved  wife  and 
family,  and  direct  that  an  engrossed  copy  of 
these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  them." 

W.  H.  Chesebrough,  President. 
Howard  W.  Smith,  Secretary. 
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Resolution  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  com- 
bined Boards  of  Directors  of  the  Title 
Insurance  Company  of  New  York  and  the 
New  York  Mortgage  and  Security  Com- 
pany 

Resolution  adopted  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
Boards  of  Directors  of  the  Title  Insurance 
Company  of  New  York  and  the  New  York 
Mortgage  and  Security  Company,  held  April 
30,  1912: 

"Our  colleague  at  this  Board,  the  president 
of  our  company,  Edgar  J.  Levey,  died  on  Fri- 
day, April  26,  after  an  illness  of  three  weeks. 
He  parted  from  us  apparently  in  the  strength 
and  beauty  of  health,  his  gracious  features 
and  robust  form  unscathed  by  disease.  To- 
day, only  his  memory  abides  with  us. 

"To  him  this  company  owes  in  large  part 
the  sound  foundation  of  wisdom  in  design, 
and  energy  in  execution,  upon  which  the 
structure  of  its  prosperous  business  has  been 
erected.  He  brought  to  our  service  a  large  ex- 
perience of  finance,  acquired  in  long  and  re- 
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sponsible  connection  with  the  Comptroller's 
office  of  the  city;  and  the  economic  principles 
which  underlie  sound  financial  practice  were 
the  subject  of  his  continued  study  and  re- 
flection. 

"The  organization  of  our  corporate  estab- 
lishment, its  management  and  its  develop- 
ment, are  greatly  due  to  his  constructive  skill, 
to  his  painstaking  care  of  detail,  and  to  his 
clear  foresight.  In  the  conduct  of  its  daily 
business  he  employed  the  like  qualities,  as 
well  as  prudence,  richness  of  resource,  cour- 
age, persistency,  exactness  of  judgment,  and 
instinctive  tact. 

"The  same  abilities  which  made  him  so 
valuable  to  this  company  were  often  claimed 
for  the  service  of  the  public.  In  matters  re- 
lating to  the  public  revenue  and  expenditure, 
to  taxation,  and  to  other  civic  interests,  his 
counsel  was  sought,  and  his  opinion  carried 
authority.  His  labors  were  freely  given,  with 
a  conscientious  thoroughness  which  was  in- 
spired by  a  high  sense  of  duty  and  a  sincere 
love  for  the  city  of  his  birth.  His  serious  study 
of  history  acquainted  him  with  the  operation 
in  the  past  of  those  principles  with  which,  in 
such  employments,  he  was  called  upon  to 
deal.  Frequently  engaged  in  controversy,  he 
expressed  his  convictions  with  cogent  reason- 
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ing,  and  with  a  moderation  of  speecli  that 
never  wounded  an  opponent. 

"Literature  and  art,  especially  music,  grati- 
fied his  leisure.  Strong  and  manly,  modest 
and  gentle,  his  daily  life  was  an  example  of 
justice,  truth,  honor,  magnanimity,  fidelity, 
and  affection,  which  bound  to  him  closely  all 
whose  privilege  it  was  to  share  his  tasks  or  to 
enjoy  his  friendship. 

"With  his  famil3%  in  their  bereavement,  and 
with  all  his  friends,  this  Board  associate  them- 
selves in  the  sympathy  of  a  collective  loss  and 
of  an  individual  sorrow." 

John  D.  Crimmins,  President  pro  tern. 
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Resolution  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Allied  Real  Estate  Interests 

Minute  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Allied  Real  Estate  Interests,  adopted  April  27, 
1912: 

"The  news  of  the  death  of  Edgar  J.  Levey, 
vice-president  and  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Allied  Real  Estate  Interests,  is  received  with 
the  profoundest  regret  by  his  associates  in 
this  organization. 

"He  was  indefatigable  and  unselfish  in  his 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  objects  of  this  organi- 
zation. We  recognized  in  him  a  faithful  and 
able  leader,  and  feel  that  by  his  death  the  real 
estate  interests  of  New  York  City  have  sus- 
tained an  irreparable  loss.  Broad-minded, 
kindly,  with  a  trained  intellect,  he  was  one  of 
the  few  men  in  New  York  City  who,  while 
successful  in  business,  have  retained  an  inter- 
est in  and  a  fondness  for  the  greater  problems 
that  affect  the  social  and  economic  life  of  our 
people. 

"His  associates  of  this  Board  desire  in  this 
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minute  to  express  their  recognition  of  his 
great  services  to  the  organization,  their  high 
appreciation  of  his  character  and  ability,  and 
their  keen  personal  sorrow  at  his  death." 

Allan  Robinson,  President. 
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Resolution  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Bush  Terminal  Company 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Bush  Terminal  Company  held  April  30,  1912, 
the  following  minute  was  unanimously 
adopted: 

"It  is  with  the  deepest  sense  of  loss  that  the 
directors  of  the  Bush  Terminal  Company 
have  learned  of  the  death  of  their  associate, 
Mr.  Edgar  J.  Levey,  a  director  of  this  company 
since  its  organization. 

"His  exceptional  and  widely  recognized 
abilities,  his  constant  and  conscientious  atten- 
tion to  the  interests  of  this  company,  and  his 
aid  and  suggestion,  have  been  of  invaluable 
service,  and  their  loss  will  be  keenly  felt. 

"His  associates  on  this  Board  desire  also  to 
extend  to  his  bereaved  family  their  deep-felt 
sympathy,  and  to  express  their  sense  of  per- 
sonal loss,  and  recognition  of  his  unselfish 
devotion  in  the  great  task  of  solving  those 
wider  problems  of  municipal  and  social  life 
in  the  city  he  served  so  faithfully  and  well." 

James  T.  Bush,  President. 
[Seal.] 
H.  W.  GuNN,  Secretary. 
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Resolution  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Barney  Estate  Company 

On  motion,  duly  made  and  seconded,  it  was 
unanimously 

"Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Barney  Estate  Company  has  heard  with  the 
keen  sense  of  personal  loss  of  the  death  of 
Edgar  J.  Levey. 

"From,  and  even  before,  the  organization  of 
the  company,  Mr.  Levey  was  ready  at  all  times 
to  put  at  its  disposition  all  of  his  keen  judg- 
ment and  expert  knowledge. 

"It  is  the  sense  of  the  Board  that  in  losing 
Mr.  Levey  the  company  has  sustained  a  severe 
loss. 

"And  be  it  further  resolved.  That  an  en- 
grossed copy  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded 
to  Mrs.  Levey,  with  an  expression  on  the  part 
of  each  member  of  the  Board  of  his  deepest 
sympathy." 

We,  Brayton  Ives  and  James  W.  Barney, 
being  president  and  secretary  respectively  of 
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Barney  Estate  Company,  do  hereby  certify 
that  the  above  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  a 
resolution  passed  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
at  the  meeting  duly  called  and  held  on  May  6, 
1912. 

Brayton  Ives,  President. 

James  W.  Barney,  Secretary. 
[Seal.] 
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Resolution  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
of  The  City  of  New  York 

In  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
No.  1007. 

By  Alderman  Dowling: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
joins  in  the  general  sorrow  at  the  untimely 
death  of  former  Deputy  Comptroller  Edgar  J. 
Levey,  and  extends  its  sincere  sympathy  to  the 
bereaved  family. 

"Resolved,  further,  That  the  Board  partici- 
pate in  the  memorial  services  to  be  held  in 
honor  of  Edgar  J.  Levey  by  his  former  asso- 
ciates in  the  Department  of  Finance  in  the  old 
Council  Chamber  in  the  City  Hall,  on  Thurs- 
day, May  2,  at  3  o'clock  p.m." 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  ris- 
ing vote. 
April  30, 1912. 
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Resolution  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  The  Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society 
OF  THE  United  States 

Mr.  Edgar  J.  Levey  died  on  the  26th  of 
April,  1912,  after  serving  as  a  director  of  the 
Equitable  Life  Assurance  Society  of  the 
United  States  for  a  period  of  less  than  four 
months. 

The  interest  taken  by  him  in  the  society  and 
its  progress  fully  justified  the  belief  that  he 
was  destined  to  be  an  active  and  useful  mem- 
ber of  the  society's  Board,  devoting  to  its  ser- 
vice his  trained  business  efficiency  and  wide 
experience.  But  death  came  suddenly,  and 
unexpectedly  cut  short  a  broadening  career  of 
public  service,  extending  into  many  channels 
of  usefulness. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  Mr.  Levey  was 
president  of  the  Title  Insurance  Company  of 
New  York,  and  was  identified  with  the  man- 
agement of  many  other  important  corpo- 
rations. 

He  was  deputy  comptroller  of  the  city  at  the 
time  of  the  consolidation,  and  a  great  part  of 
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the  tangle  of  financial  problems  created  by 
that  consolidation  fell  to  him  for  solution. 
His  work  at  that  time  brought  him  into  great 
prominence,  and  was  the  subject  of  much 
praise;  in  fact,  he  became  so  well  recognized 
as  an  expert  upon  the  subject  of  municipal 
finance  that  his  advice  has  frequently  been 
sought  by  the  executives  of  the  State  as  well  as 
the  city. 

It  is  therefore  with  deep  regret,  and  a  sense 
of  personal  loss,  that  we  record  the  death  of 
Mr.  Levey.  And  to  his  wife  and  family  we 
extend  our  deep  sympathy  in  their  bereave- 
ment. 

Passed  by  the  Board  of  Directors, 
May  16, 1912. 
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Resolution  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Gov- 
ernors of  The  Real  Estate  Board  of 
Brokers 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Gov- 
ernors of  the  Real  Estate  Board  of  Brokers  of 
The  City  of  New  York,  held  on  the  thirtieth 
day  of  April,  1912,  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution  were  passed : 

''Whereas,  We  note  with  profound  sorrow 
the  death,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April,  of 
Edgar  J.  Levey,  an  honorary  associate  mem- 
ber of  our  Board, 

"Resolved,  That  we  express  to  his  family 
and  to  the  Title  Insurance  Company  of  New 
York,  of  which  he  was  president,  our  high  ap- 
preciation of  his  manly  and  noble  character, 
which  endeared  him  to  his  friends  and  com- 
manded the  respect  and  deference  of  all  his 
associates.  His  early  death  deprives  the  com- 
munity of  an  efficient  and  faithful  member  of 
noted  ability  and  resource,  always  ready  and 
willing  to  give  his  time  and  attention  to  mat- 
ters civic  and  social." 

Irving  Ruland,  President. 

Elisha  Sniffin,  Secretary. 
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Resolution  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Hudson  Mortgage  Company 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Hudson  Mortgage  Company,  held  on  May 
14,  1912,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted: 

''Resolved,  That  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Edgar 
J.  Levey  this  company  has  lost  an  esteemed 
associate,  a  wise  counselor,  and  a  stanch 
friend.  His  relations  with  us  partook  of  the 
same  admirable  characteristics  which  were 
manifested  by  him  in  other  spheres  of  life:  by 
the  same  high  standard  of  integrity,  by  the 
same  broadness  of  vision,  faith  in  his  fellows, 
courage  of  purpose,  kindliness  of  disposition, 
and  fairness  in  judgment. 

"Resolved,  That  the  heartiest  sympathy  of 
the  directors  with  his  widow  and  his  family 
in  their  bereavement,  as  well  as  their  sense  of 
personal  loss,  be  properly  conveyed  by  the 
secretar>^  of  the  company." 

Frank  L.  Cooke,  Secretary. 
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